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Kempsey Outreach (Lindy Nutt)
After a pleasurable trip north to Kempsey on Saturday, 14th July, 
we drove straight to the building site where we were warmly wel-
comed by Pastor Claude’s daughter and son-in-law. We observed a 
frenzy of activity as our builders and volunteer contractors brought 
the shed to the stage where it could be used for the Sunday church 
service, and ready for Year 10 on Monday morning.
Kempsey High School was made freely available and the facilities 
were excellent: ample and warm sleeping quarters, a gym, a com-
mercial kitchen and huge dining area.
We not only worked hard together to pave and complete the build-
ing area, we contributed to the church service, painted a banner 
for the church, made outdoor furniture, and enjoyed the beautiful 
beach and scenery at nearby Crescent Head. Some of the Year 10 
students were interviewed by the local media and featured in the 
front page article.
The most rewarding part of the trip was the joy of the people we 
went to help. Their obvious emotion and gratitude, their help in the 
task, the interest and aid of the whole community blessed all of us.
This year’s community service program would once again not have 
been possible without the support of the entire School community 
through the Gala Day fundraising, the donation of food by School 
parents, as well as the generosity of many local businesses and 
friends of the School. It was indeed a large team effort that brought 
about a great result! 
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Dear Parents, Guardians and Friends,
It has been really good to share with so many parents and families and 
past students at the plethora of occasions we have had since last term 
–– whether it be the Open Days, Subject Information Evening, the 
Drama Club performances or sports occasions. As always, the term has 
presented a multitude of opportunities for students to delight us with 
their gifts and talents, as well as to develop academic excellence.
We also have new ways of keeping you up-to-date with what is 
happening in School life, such as School Star and the new sign under 
the pedestrian bridge. We hope you take some time to be informed in 
this way and we will continue to have our Term newsletters –– online 
and on paper. This letter is somewhat different because I have asked 
various teachers to contribute a report on the areas of School life in 
which they have a leadership role.



European Study Tour (Isobel Forrester)
A group of eight staff were able to spend 
five weeks in Europe during the June/July 
vacation. Our trip involved Rome and Italy, 
Switzerland, East Germany, England and 
France. Ian and Karen Cannon, Isobel For-
rester, Diane Garth, Karen Hainge, Heath-
er MacMillan, Jenelle Seaman and Fiona 
Walker have diverse teaching interests and 
specialties. Consequently, the study tour 
was a whirlwind of day trips and short stays 
as we tried to capture as much of each area 
as possible. Beginning in Italy, we travelled 
to Pompeii and Herculaneum and walked 
both sites with a trained archaeologist. Back 
in Rome, we completed a one-day tour of 
the Vatican, Colosseum and Roman Forum, 
gaining invaluable knowledge from the 
professional archaeologist who showed us 
round. 

After another day touring, we were on our 
way to Switzerland to see the Matterhorn. 
There we took in outstanding views of the 
mountain before travelling by rail deeper 
into Switzerland to visit an old friend, An-
nette Baumer, a talented and highly-trained 
music teacher who has also taught in our 
School. She gave us an amazing tour of 
Interlaken, showed us views of the Jungfrau 
mountain and we attended a Swiss-Ger-
man church service. It was then on to Basel 
and the famous Vitra Design Museum. 

We then travelled into former East Ger-
many to the city of Dresden. Architectural 
features of this city demonstrated the highs 
and lows of its recent past from the end 
of World War II to the period of commu-
nist government. Whilst there we took a 
‘Deconstructing Hitler’ tour, a Volkswagen 
Transparent Factory tour and a historic 
river cruise. Sites of Martin Luther signif-
icance at Leipzig, Wittenberg and Eisen-
ach were the focus of the next stage. From 
medieval castles to Bach’s house and sites 
recently opened after the reunification of 
Germany, we partook of a rich historical 
feast. Our time in Germany concluded with 
a visit to the Mary sisters, a group of Lu-
theran nuns in Darmstadt whose outreach 
to their society began after World War II. 

The next episode, which began in London 
and ended at Beech Grove Bruderhof 
Community near Dover, was a packed 
week taking in culture and history in 
London, Chester, Cambridge and Can-
terbury. The visit at Beech Grove, catching 
up with old friends and witnessing their 
compassion and hard work, was encour-
aging. We then travelled on the train to 
France to undertake tours of the Louvre 
and Versailles. Nearing the end, we found 
ourselves moved by the enormous sacrifice 
of lives as we visited the historic sites of 
the Western Front and the new Australian 
Villers-Bretonneux Memorial. 

It was a wonderful study tour, with ongo-
ing benefits for a wide variety of curricu-
lum areas in our School.

Kindergarten Open Day
(Hannah Regan)
This year for Open Day, Pre-Kindergarten 
and Kindergarten students performed the 
delightful story, You Are Special by Max 
Lucado. This endearing tale of a village 
full of wooden puppets all made by the 
woodcarver, Eli, highlights the simple 
truth that each of us is made by God in a 
unique fashion and, because of this, we are 
all loved by Him. Students wholeheartedly 
participated in drama, singing and dance 
and were also able to learn the impor-
tance of valuing each other for who they 
are, rather than for what they can do. An 
enjoyable experience for all!

Modules L & M Open Day (Robyn 
Jones)
On Thursday, 9th August, the students in 
Years 1–4 performed the well-loved musi-
cal, The Amazing Book. They introduced 
us to some interesting characters: Dr Thad-
deus Dickory, Revver, Trevver and their 
‘book-mole’ friend, Dewey Decimole. The 
students entertained us with their singing, 
dancing and acting. We were taken on 
some exciting adventures as they explored 
the fascinating facts of the most amazing 
book ever written –– the Bible. An amaz-
ing performance that was greatly enjoyed 
by all! Congratulations!2



Sports Achievements (Ken Shaw)
This has been another successful term in 
Sport. In team sports, both of our girls 
soccer teams won their respective SWISSA 
Soccer competitions. The senior girls de-
feated Georges River Grammar 1–0, in the 
Grand Final, in a gripping match on the 
School oval. The team’s captain was Carla 
Zammit. 
In an equally exciting match, the 15’s Girls 
won their Grand Final, defeating All Saints 
Grammar in a penalty shootout. The cap-
tain was Esther Park.
The senior boys Oztag team were the 
Champions after defeating All Saints 
Grammar in the Grand Final. The score 
was 6–3 and the captain was Ambaye 
Akele.
Redeemer was the winning school at the 
SWISSA Secondary Athletics champi-
onships. Twelve Redeemer students were 
named age champions. They were: Victo-
ria Gering, Victoria Garth, Esther Park, 
Mikalah Zammit, Carla Zammit, Telisha 
Petrick, Elvice Ikuo, Okiemute Albert-Iko-
lo, Edward Garth, Sirach Zohre, Anthony Bolton 
and Junior Savaiko.
Redeemer was also the champion school at the 
AICES Secondary Athletics championships. The 
AICES association is comprised of 75 schools and 
over 26,000 students. This is a remarkable effort 
when you consider the fact that our nearest rivals 
have more than twice the number of athletes to 
draw from.
Some notable achievements from AICES athletics 
are as follows:
• Edward Garth - 1st place

(15 years boys age champion)
• Carla Zammit - 2nd place
 (17 years girls age champion)
• Okiemute Albert-Ikolo - 2nd place
 (14 years boys age champion)
• Junior Savaiko - 2nd place
 (18+ years boys age champion)
• Elvice Ikuo - 3rd place
 (18+ years girls age champion)
The following students competed in the 
CIS Secondary athletics:
• Okiemute Albert-Ikolo

(14 years boys 100m & 200m)

• Anthony Bolton (17 years boys Javelin)
• Elvice Ikuo (18+ girls 100 – Bronze 
Medal)
• Junior Savaiko
(18+ boys Javelin & Shot Put)
• Ethan Tjhin (15 years boys Long Jump)
• Carla Zammit
(17 years girls 800m & 400m)

In primary athletics, Redeemer also com-
peted very well at the ASISSA Athletics 
championships. Seven of our students 
placed highly and were selected to compete 
at the CIS Primary Athletics champion-
ships.
• Edmond Filise (11 years boys Shot Put)
• Joshua Frost (11 years boys Discus)
• Pierre Hughes (13 years boys 100m)
• Daniel Ouyang (12 years boys 800m)
• Anshita Sarin (11 years girls Discus)
• David Shin (8 years boys 100m)
• Victoria Sultana (11 years girls Discus)

Science Awards (Stuart Garth)
Redeemer Baptist students entered 49 projects 
into the 2018 STANSW Young Scientist Awards. 
Three of these projects were from Year 2 students 
Bethanie Jones, Lucius Figueira and Burhan Zohre 
who investigated the effect of packaging on ripen-
ing bananas, the number of veins on each leaf of a 
tree and the size of craters formed by falling rocks 
respectively.
Results for most categories are yet to be released 
but we have received notice of two of our three 
Innovations and Engineering Design entrants win-
ning an award. Gregory Burns received 2nd place in 

the Years 7–8 category for his automated 
hand-held window cleaning device called 
the Window Mate.

In the Years 9–10 category, Gleb Kozlov 
and Anthony Guirguis won a Highly 
Commended Award for their Autonomous 
Fly, a drone that can autonomously navi-
gate inside a building. Over the next few 
months they are developing their proto-
type into the Fire Fly, a drone that will 
autonomously navigate inside a burning 
building, listening for the presence of a 
human voice and then guiding the victims 
to safety.3



MusicaViva in Schools (Phillip Bailey)
Musica Viva in Schools bring live music perfor-
mances to schools throughout Australia. 
We have participated in their program ev-
ery year since 1985! The performances and 
classroom activities continue to extend our 
musical experience. This year three won-
derful ensembles visited our School, giving 
separate concerts to K–6 and 7–12 students.

Taikoz
This well-known drumming ensemble plays 
an Australian version of Japanese Taiko 
drumming. A highly participatory perfor-
mance, involving students in the dynamic 
rhythms. Year 8 students all had a work-
shop where each student achieved profi-
ciency in Taiko drumming, hands on!

Dr Stovepipe
This instrumental group took us on a mu-
sical journey through time using Dr Stove-
pipe’s amazing Time Machine. We heard 
how changing technologies influenced 
music through the decades.

Da Vinci’s Apprentice
Using humorous and engaging musical theatre, this 
group helped us to follow the career of Leonardo da 
Vinci’s apprentice. With songs and accompaniment 
from the little known instruments, the cornetto and 
Viola da Gamba, we saw Da Vinci’s Apprentice 
invent a flying machine!

Student Performances:
HSC, School of Music
(Brenda Cumming & Tanya Poyitt)
Tucked in near the end of this exciting 
term was another performance of particular 
importance –– one presented to an audience 
of only two. Yes, this was the HSC Perfor-
mance Examination –– one of many held 
across the state every year prior to the main 
period of written examinations. Precious 
Flores was our candidate this year. 
In preparation for this, Years 7–12 had the 
pleasure of listening to her performance 
program, which consisted of three songs, 
one a solo and the others ensemble items. It 
would be hard to find a more appreciative 
and supportive audience. This is always a 
tremendous encouragement for our Music 
students. In Sargood Hall, on September 
12th,  Precious completed her HSC Per-
formance Examination with the additional 

component of a Viva Voce on her chosen topic. We 
have it on the good authority of her faith-
ful supporting performers that she was in 
top form. We pray that Precious (also one 
amongst a rare breed who submitted their 
Major Artworks the week before), and 
all of our Year 12 students, will find they 
can more than meet the challenge of their 
upcoming exams.
Further to this, Precious’ concert for our 
high schoolers also gave Darren Li (Year 
10) and his accompanist, Antonio Kwok 
(Year 9) a much-anticipated opportunity 
to perform the first movement of Men-
delssohn’s Violin Concerto to a stunned 
audience. Look out for more from these 
hardworking and outstanding musicians 
in the future! In addition, last Saturdaythe 
hall was full of young, budding musicians 
who performed magnificantly for parents 
and friends in our annual School of Music 
concert.

Literacy Awards: Dorothea Mackellar, WriteOn 
(Kate Bailey)
It was with great pleasure that the School learned 
that Amy Kwak was one of three winners in the 
Primary Section of the 2018 Dorothea Mackellar 
Poetry Awards annual national poetry competition 
with her poem, “Autumn”. Our Principal, Jona-
than Cannon, and his wife Lenore acknowledged 
Amy’s achievement in being present at the National 
Presentation Ceremony held in Gunnedah where 
Amy was presented with her prize. The Dorothea 

Mackellar Society congratulated Amy, her 
mother and teachers for nurturing such a 
wonderful talent. Congratulations, Amy!
WriteOn is an annual writing competition 
offered by the NSW Education Standards 
Authority. The competition is open to all 
NSW primary students in Years 1 to 6. 
Kripa Clement from Year 2 is to be con-
gratulated as a Gold Award Winner in 
the Stage 1 category. Kripa responded to 
the image provided with an imaginative 
text expressed in the genre of a poem. 
She worked hard and always responded to 
the advice provided. Kripa’s enthusiastic 
approach in the exploration of ideas and 
different genres was exemplary. Her excite-
ment was contagious amongst the Year 2–6 
writing group who met weekly to share 
their ideas and enjoyment of the writing 
process.4



Student Exchange:
Wing Kwong College (Simeon Cannon)
This week we have had the pleasure of 
hosting a number of staff and students 
from Hong Kong’s Wing Kwong College. 
This student exchange program involved 10 
students and 2 staff, including the Prin-
cipal, making the long trip to Australia. 
While they have been here, they have had 
a taste of Australian classrooms, the wider 
education system and culture. They have 
participated in lessons and travelled with 
staff and students on various excursions. They were 
also able to perform a culturally-significant musical 
item in our School assembly that was enjoyed by all. 
It has been a terrific week together where we have 
all grown in our love and appreciation of each other 
and our cultures. We look forward to any other 
opportunity to share time together in the future.

WRAP Literacy Courses (Felicity Shaw)
In the past few months we have had the 
opportunity to run three of our WRAP 
Literacy Courses. 
Two were held at The Hills Regional Skills 
Centre at Castle Hill House in the second 
week of the July holidays. An Introduc-
tory Course in WRAP was attended by speech 
pathologists, teachers from other schools, univer-
sity students and other interested members of the 
public. Some of our newer members of staff en-
gaged in valuable professional development 
and undertook the Continuing Course in 
WRAP that will contribute to a Graduate 
Certificate. They have already been making 
good use of this learning with some of your 
children. 
Congratulations to the parents who made the spe-
cial effort to come on four Tuesdays of this Term in 
order to participate in the Introductory Course that 
was run in the School Library. These parents spoke 
of how valuable the course was to them and how 
much they enjoyed it. We look forward to more 
parents joining us in 2019. 

Subject Information Evening
(Ian P Cannon)
It was again great to see so many parents at the 
Subject Information Evening at Sargood 
Hall on Monday, September 10th. It is an 
important night for our Years 8, 10 & 11 
students to get advice on choosing their 

courses for next year. The night was kicked 
off with beautiful singing from Precious 
Flores who performed a song from her 
HSC Music performance. As well as going 
over important information and require-
ments, it was entertaining to see Jonathan 
Bailey and Daniel Ridley go toe-to-toe 
in the battle of the histories –– Ancient 
vs. Modern History. Our founding prin-
cipal, Noel Cannon, was passionate about 
history and its study has always been 
an important part of our curriculum at 

Redeemer. It was also good to hear about some of 
the extension subjects on offer, including the brand 
new Extension Science. With students and parents 
lingering to discuss various subjects on offer, it was 
a great chance to catch up with so many of you as 
you seek to assist your students to find the right 
study options for the coming year.
Lion’s Voice of Youth (Karen Hainge)

The Lion’s Voice of Youth Competition 
was held at Our Lady of Mercy College 
on Thursday, 16th August. It is a Lion’s 
Club Project to assist students in Years 
7 & 8 to develop public speaking skills. 
There were 13 students from seven sur-

rounding schools. Emmanuella Albert-Ikolo and 
Kayley Garth from Year 8 were the entrants from 
our School.  First, they were required to speak to an 
impromptu question for 1–2 minutes. The topic was 
‘The Cashless Society’. Then they had to speak on a 

prepared topic for 3–4 minutes. Emmanu-
ella’s topic was, ‘Technology and You’ and 
Kayley’s topic was, ‘It was Worth it’. Both 
spoke clearly and expressively and also 
did a commendable job in the impromptu 
speech.

Tertiary Awareness Market (Andrew Poyitt)
In August, the annual Tertiary Awareness Market 
was attended by Year 11.  Held at The Hills Gram-
mar School, the occasion consists of about 30–40 
representatives from tertiary institutions, such as 
universities, vocational education providers in a 
variety of industries, and the Australian Defence 
Forces (ADF).  The information and questions 
asked by the students could only otherwise be 
obtained by attending many open days at these 

institutions, some of which are interstate.  
Students again found this occasion ex-
tremely useful and informative, assisting 
them in future study and career direction.5
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bstreetsmart Seminar (Ken Shaw)
Along with over 160,000 students from all 
over NSW, our Year 10 students attended 
the bstreetsmart event at the Qudos Bank 
Arena at Homebush. The bstreetsmart event 
is an inspiring initiative of the Trauma 
Service at Westmead Hospital, which has a strong 
commitment to Road Safety Education. The pur-
pose of bstreetsmart is to reduce the fatality and 
injury rates of young people by promoting safe 
behaviour as drivers, riders and passengers.
bstreetsmart provides students with first-hand 
accounts of brain trauma and an understanding of 
their responsibilities as a driver and as a responsible 
passenger, along with information and strategies 
to avoid serious injuries and death by reducing 
risk-taking behaviours.

“Death in Egypt” Senior Drama Club
(Carolyn MacMillian) 
This year’s Term 3 blockbuster, Death in 
Egypt, (based on the novel by Kel Rich-
ards), drew record-breaking numbers! There 
were many memorable and entertaining 
moments (most planned!) and outstanding 
performances which were the fitting culmi-
nation of many months of hard work. 
This year’s cast was led by a substantial 
senior contingent… who could ever forget the irri-
tating Dr Brian Lamb (Anthony Bolton), or the “I 
think I’ll go for a walk in the moonlight!” Elspeth 
Fell (Rachael Jones) not to mention Colonel Race 
(Adithya Manoj): now was it Haloumi or Allawi? 
Henry Fell (Aryan Sehgal), the ‘pocket tornado’, 
was kept in line by the ever-present Madeleine 
Sutton (Pariselle Hughes), and lastly our chilling 
murderess, Natalie Burrows (Miriam Poyitt). These 
were ably assisted by a supporting cast of enthusias-
tic Year 9 & 10s as well as a few keen junior Egyp-
tian work men.
The action took place within the amazing illusion of 
Egypt created by vivid and evocative backdrops and 
sets, including a tomb and a larger-than-life sar-
cophagus, of course! All to the tune of appropriately 
atmospheric music and the delightful lyrics of Colin 
Buchanan’s “I want my Mummy!”
Most memorable of all, because of the 
GRAVE disturbances they caused (es-
pecially during intermission) were the 
Drama Club alumni, Mummy 1 and 
Mummy 2 (played by themselves!).

Term 3 Chapel (Daniel Ridley)
This term in Chapel we have taken the text 
from Micah 6:8 which says, “And what 
does the Lord require of you? To do justly 
and to love mercy and to walk humbly 
with your God.” Each week we have had 

a ‘mystery speaker’ (i.e. one of the teachers) who 
has presented one of their ‘heroes’ and discussed 
how this person demonstrates the characteristics 
of Micah 6:8. We have learned about the lives of 
people such as Mother Teresa, Canon Andrew 
White, Amy Carmichael and Franklin Graham, 
among others. The Chapel series challenged all of 
us, especially our matriculating Year 12 class, to seek 
justice and be merciful and humble in every area of 
life to effect transformation in our world.

Conclusion
You may have heard that our founding 
Headmaster, Dr Max Shaw, has been ill 
for some time in hospital. Continue to 
pray for him, for his immediate family and 
all of us in his wider family as we stand by 
him in these difficult days.
Our School life has a multitude of facets 
both in formal education activities and 
extra-curricular activities! We hope this 
update has given you a bird’s-eye-view of 
all we do!

Have a safe and re-creative holiday ahead of a Term 
that involves final assessments (including examina-
tions) up to Year 10, a new Year 12 stepping up, and 
the HSC for the departing Year 12. Not to mention 
camps for Years 5–8 and the final event of the year, 
our Annual Service of Worship on Monday, 10th 
December. Make sure you make this date your 
priority!
Yours sincerely,

Jonathan Cannon
Principal



• Off Road Rush
• Pennant Hills Golf Club
• Muirfield Golf Club
• GWS Giants
• Wollongong Surf Leisure Resort
• NRMA 
• Sydneys Best Pool Service 
• Telstra
• PARKROYAL Parramatta
• St Germain Jewellers
• Auspresso
• Garry’s Auto & Batteries
• Topseed Tennis

• Telstra
• Castle Hill Toyota
• Perm-A-Pleat
• Protech Locksmiths & Security
• Complete AV Solutions
• Terry Shields Toyota
• Dave Buttigieg, Electrical Contrac-

tor
• Icoolm Air Conditioning
• Ausbrush
• Sydney Heaters & Pizza Ovens
• Pendle Hill Meat Market

A big thank you to the following business who provided support towards our 2018 
Gala Day Fundraising for the Kempsey Project:

Thankyou for your support of our Community Service Project


